murder became a regular piece of front-page news in every
German newspaper, and all sides gave a most solemn and
official funeral to their dead. The value of life in Republican
Germany was at a discount, and a murder perpetrated for
the sake of a Party stood at a high premium.
The Weimar Constitution had abolished capital punish-
ment and the absence of retribution from the State loosed
many a death-blow which would otherwise have been with-
held. With a good lawyer, most of these political murderers
escaped with a nominal sentence, and often they were
allowed out on parole because the gaols were too full.
Not only the rank and file revolted at the Nazi hier-
archy's apparent surrender to the extreme Nationalism of
Hugenberg and von Papen. Everywhere there was talk of
betrayal. For some while the brothers Otto and Gregor
Strasser had not seen eye to eye with the policy of Hitler,
Goring and Goebbels. Both brothers were members of the
old guard of the Party, with a membership going back to
the Munich days. They were attracted to the Party by
the ideas of Gottfried Feder, who believed in a form of
politics which appeared to be more Communistic than
Nationalistic. He would destroy the right of capital to
receive reward, by abolishing, as he called it, " the thrall-
dom of interest". The ownership of land was in danger
and one could read into his programme a complete participa-
tion by the proletariat in the wealth of the few. Lenin
appeared to be a more suitable leader of Feder's idea of
National Socialism than Adolf Hitler,
These two Strassers had sold their chemist's business in
the early days to subscribe to the funds of the Nazi move-
ment, and in the light of this the leaders wondered at their
apparent impending open defection.
Whenever Gregor Strasser spoke from the Nazi benches
in the Reichstag, he was applauded by the Government side.
More and more he was moving to a break with his Party,
and from tie early part of 1932 the Nazi movement was
riven with internecine strife. Money was running low, but
always some section or supporter of the Party came forward
with money. While Goring was harassing Brtlning, the
Strasser faction was publishing books, and pamphlets, all
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